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Houldsworth Mill, also known as Reddish Mill, is a former mill in built in 1865 in Reddish, Stockport,
Greater Manchester, England . Designed by Abraham Stott, it was constructed for Henry Houldsworth, a
prominent mill owner at the time. It is currently a Grade Il*listed building.

The mill was sold to a mail-order catalogue company, John Myers, and was used principally as a
warehouse. In the late 1960s the building was expanded with a five-storey extension to the rear of the
north end of the mill. This was built of glass and concrete in the style of the period. Mail-order trading
ceased in the 1970s, and the mill was sold. It was divided into separate business units, but most of
building remained vacant and it fell into a state of disrepair.It was also profitable to employ children to do
work, as they were cheaper than adults.

They were especially useful at crawling under machines to clear up fallen cotton thread and tying
together loose ends. With no birth certificates in the early years of factories, no factory manager would
find himself blamed for employing underage children, as many children themselves did not know their
age. Even when birth certificated were introduced in 1836, child labour did not stop.The hours that
children worked in textile factories started to change in 1833 when an Act of Parliament was passed. The
1833 Factory Act forbade the employment of children under nine years of age in all textile mills (excluding
lace and silk). Children under thirteen were not allowed to work for more than nine hours a day and not
more than 48 hours in one week. Under eighteens were not allowed to work for more than 12 hours a day
and not more than 69 hours in a week. They were also not allowed to work at night. Children employed in
a factory between the ages of nine and eleven also had to have two hours of education each.
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